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RUN RISKS
F THE LAW

President Smith of the
Mormon Church States

His Position

RAPS CONGRESS

— .

That Body Has no Power O Interfere
in His Private Affairs—Utah Courts
Alone That Right—Some
sensational Testimony is Given Dur-

the Day—Senator Balley Says

Revelations Were Provoked by

of the

oS~~~

ing
the
Fear Conseguences

of the

Law.

b.—Admissions
Smith, president

Washington, March
drawn from Joseph F

of the Mormon church, respecting h's
eontinued violations of the law forbid.-
ding polygamous cohabitation again
constituted the feature «f the proceed-

ings today before the Senale committee

on privileges and eleclions angainst
Senator Reed Smoot, of Utah The w:t-
ness, angered by the persistent efforts
of some members of the committee to
obtain from him every detail of his
remission in obeying the law, turned
upen Congress and charged that body
with interferring., without autheority, in

fiis private domestic affairs and usurp—
ing Uiah courts,
which alone he said, possessed the right

POWers of the

s
LILE

to hold him to account for his conduct.

W hile the witness had been taken in
hand by the defense for purposes of
cross examination, the members of the
comumittee, in reality, consummead the

greater portion of the time and matters
were brought out along the line follow-
ed by the prosecution in the three first
days of the hearing. Some of the tes-
timony proved highly sensationa:

At the beginning of today’s session,
Mr. Smith gave figures showing the
proportion of polygamists in the Mor-
smon population, saying the number of
polygamists originally excluded f(from
voling was 4,000, Mr. Smith sajd that
in 1902 only 597 were still living.

Referring to Senator Bailey's quas-
glons vesterday in regard to the man:-
festo, ‘Mr. Worthington read from ¢
sermon of President Woodruff delivered
4 year after the manifesto again=t p.u-

ra: marriages, in which President
Woodruff declared that he WAas
moved, and 10,000 Laiter Day

Saints were moved by the spirit of Goli
to abandon the practice of plural mar-
riage.

Senator Bailey contended that it was
in obedience to the demands of the
law, or fear-of the consequencas of the
law, that provoked the revelation.
Continuing, he sald:

“For my part, I don’'t have much
faith in a doctrine that does not get a
gevelation commending a change of
oconduct until there is g statule compeli-
ing it.”

“When the laws were passed. which
were not in harmony with the teachings
of our church,’™ said, Mr. Smith, “‘we
aeld that they were unconstitutiomal.
Of course our own rules commanded
that we obey the constitution of the
iand, but wp fought the validity of the
new laws from the lowest 10 the high-
est court and when it was sottled by
the Supreme court of the United States
that plural marriages could not longer
be indulged in, of course we were in-
elined to obey.”

“Rut we had a revelation on our own
statute hooks in regard to plural mar-
riages and it was necessary 10 obey
that. in order to obtain certain blessings
that could mot be received without
obeyving it. Whether we ghould obey
the law of the land or continue €0 praec-
tice the law of the church wisa gerious
guestion.

“We hold that the president of the
church is entitled to receive revelations
$nspired by the Almighty God. Presi-
dent Woodruff sought guidance from
the Lord and the Lord made |t manifest
vo him that it was his duty to #£lop
plural marriages. He proclaimed that
revelation and it was submitted to the
entire church and accepted by the
ohurch and thus it became binding. and
from that day to this, the law of the
tand has been kept, So far a3 plural
marriages are concerned. But there is
a great difference between taking a
plural wife contrary 1o law and in
taking care of the wives taken before
it was a violation of the law. I would
not desert my wives, I would mnot
abandon my childreA. I will run my
riaka before the law.”

President Smith's voice ghook with
emotion. He showed more feeling than
he had at any previous time exhibitied
a8 he leaned forward and eaid:

“But it is the laws of Utah that
I em answerable, it is the law of my
state that has the right to punish me
“The courte of Utah are of componens
jurisdiction. Congress hes o business
¢o interfere with my private affairs.
If the courts of my state do not see fit
to call me to account for my conduct,
1 eannot help it Congress has no right
+o interfere—it has no right to pry into
my marriage relatione and call me to
.account "’

Chairman Burrows at thiz pomnt
questioned the witness. He asxed:

“You say vou would not abandon
your Wwives or your children. Why
do vom consider it necessary Lo have
jssue from your plural wives in onder
o clothe and care for your children
that had been born before unlawiual
cobabitation became a crime?”

“Because my wives are like ali oth-
er women. It is pecessary to madn-
‘gaim pecce, barmony and good will

1o

between myself and my good wives.

That is the kernal In the nut That

ts why I have chosen not o obey the
jJaws of my state prohibliting polys-

mous somabitation.”

“T*he CChurch gave me my wives and
I do not think the Church could be
oonsistent in taking them,” gaid Mr.
Smith, In answer to a question as te
why he did not agree with the Wood-
ruff manifesto.

“The Lord giveth and the Lord tak-
eth away,”” quoted Sepator Bailey
from the Scriptures. Oontinuing, thu
Senator said it appeared that polyg-
amous cohabitation 1is forbidden by
both the law of the land and the law
of the Church as laid down in the
Woodruff manifesto, and addressing
the witnesa, he said: »

l “Then aa head of the Church, you
are violating the law of the land and
the ordinance of the Church as well."”

“Not the ordinances,” =aid Mr.
l:-:‘-mizh_
I “Wwell, the law then.”

“No. the rule,” said the witness,

“The rule after all is the law for
conduct.” @id Senator Bailey. <X
was only trying 1o emphasize what
the revelations are. 1 don't know as
much about the nice distinctions in
religion as I hope I do about the law,
but it appears that both the rule of
the Church and the law of the land
forbade jpplygamous cohabitation and
you, as the head of the Church, vio
lated both.”

“1 will not quarrel with the Sena-
tor about that” the witneas aaid

Later he said that Senator Bailev's
assumptlon was correct.

In reply to Senator Overman, Mr.
Smith said that the revelation of the
manifesto of 18530 had not been pub-
lished in the latest edition of “Doc-
trines and Covenanta' but that this
was an oversight and would be cor-
rected.

Replying to Chairman Burrows, M.
Smith said that he does not teach
polygamy and added:

“I am not openly and obnoxious!y
practicing polygamous cohabitation.”™

“How could you betler teach poly-
amy than by practicing it?” Senator
Jurrows continued.

The reply was:

“I am not practic-
ing polygamy. I am practicing poly-
amous cohabitation, which is not po-
lvgamy. DPolyamy is plural marriage,
and T have taken noO plural wives
gince the manifesto of 1890.7
Replying to a question from Sena
tor Overman, Mr. Smith said that the
namphlet containing the manifesio
did not state in terms that it was a
revelation from Cod. but that the
atatement waa made that is was pub-
lished by authority of the Church,
which was sufiiclent. It then appear-
~d that the manifesto had not been
put in as ovidence and Mr. Taylor
then introduced it with other docu-
ments.
The
Monday.

INTO

committee adjourned un til

RECEIVER'S HAN Ds.

TS
Lamber Company Iails—Mis-
management is Charged.

Tunis
L

Norfolk, Va., March 5.—The Tunis

l.umber Company, owning one or the
most important plants in the count:¥,
went into the hands of receivers to~
night upon application of Mrs, Margaret
Wilson and Mrs. Bessie wilson Tunis,
who sue for $40,000. They own st-qt'k iz
the company amounting to $'.4'3,000. Tnf-
receivers are Theophiis Tunis, o BN &
. b o
Nichols, of Norfolk and E. H. Thomp-
son, of Baltimore )
Mrs, Wilson threw the concern into
the hands of recelvers before they were
supplantad by new officers. | O _M.
Viley, of Wwiley-Harker Company, .\gw
York, is president Caldwell Hardy, vice
president, W. D. Hardy, treasurer. _
Alistnanagement of the compaly is
charged in the bill of complaint.

NO AGRIZICMENT -REACHED.

Miners and Oporalors Cannot Decide

on n Scale of Wages—A Strike is
Probable.

e e i

Indianapolis. Ind., March 6.—The
joint conference between the coal min-
ers and operators of the Central Com-
petitive district adjourned today with-
out reaching an agreement as to the
scale of wages for the year commenecs

fng April 1. This is the second time
there has been a failure to agres.
The operators are leaving for their

homes. ‘The 800 miners delegates here
will met Monday in national conven-
tion when it is announced a statement
of the position of the miners will pe
given to the public.

The final disagreement and adjourn-
nent came after a day devoled to con-
sideration of the ultimatum of the
operators, which was that a two years
scale be signed at a reduction of 5
per cent. from the present scale,

President Mitchell, Vice Presiden:
Lewis and Secretary Wilson of the
natlonal organization and many of tn=
district officers, advised the miners to
accept the operators proosition. In
reply many of the delegates announced
they were bound by instructions and
could not vote for any reduction. ¥,
1. Robbins for the oeralors sair aft-r
adjournment:

‘“*T'he operators by unanimous agre:-
ment made a fair, magnanimous offer
‘fhe miners leaders urged its aceepi-
ance. but many of the miners were tied
by instructions and said they could
not accept it

«ls there any way a strike can be
averted now?” he was asked.

erators and the representatives of the
miners of the four states could make
another arrangement similar to the
one which has just been unsuccessfu iy
concluded,” he answered.

Both men [Robbins and President
Mitchell refused to say whether there
had been any talk of a renewzal of ne-
gotiationa

Condition of Ex-Governor Russell Iim-
proved.

Baltimore, March 5.—The condition

of former Governor Russell of Nortih

Carolina, who has been under treat-

ment at Johns ‘Hopkins hospital for
more than a week, was reported at
midnizht to be improved Gove -uor

{ Russell i1s sald to have greatly -

proved since ha arrived at the iasti.

hope for his ultimate recovery.

“Well, the representatives of the op-‘

tGtion and his attendants and friends!

POSITION
OF THE U.S.

There is No Understand-
ing with Great Brit-

ain and Japan

TO SAVE CHINA

This Statement Was Made by Senator
Hale, Who Asserted That the United
States is Neatral in the Present
War—Naval Bill Before the Senate.
Political Discussion Participated in
by Several Senators—House Passes
Indian Appropriation Bill.

Washington, March 6.—There was an
interesting exchange of views in the
Senate today between Mr. Nelson and
‘Mr. Hale. The Minnesota Senator, in
the course of a brief colloquy with Mr.
Patterson, expressed the opinion that
there is such a commonalty of interest
on the part of the United States, Great
Britian and Japan as to protect China
against dismemberment. To this state-
ment, Mr. Hale objected sharply, saying
thai the position of the United States
in the present war is that of neutrality.

The naval bill again occupied praci-
cally all the time of the Senate, but
while the amendment concerning a na-
val training station on the Great Lakes
was technically the pending question,
it scarcely was mentioned. The dls-
cussion today was entirely on political
lines and was participated in by Messrs.
Hale, Depew and Nelson, on the Repub-

lican sde, and My Messrs, Gorman,
Clay, Martin, Patterson and '‘Bacon on
the Democratic side.

Mr. Clay took issue with the conten-
tions of Messrs. Lodge and Depew as to
the necessity for a strong fighting sea
force to keep the United States out of
war. He did not criticise the additions
so far made to the navy, nor the carry-
ing out of the plans of the pending bill
but he could not agree that there were
to be no relaxations. No country, he
said, is challenging us, or questioning
our position on the Monroe Doctrine.
Our rights were secure, he contended.
i# we properly preserved the rights of
other nations. He did not believe that
there was any danger of war with Ger-
many. but nothing was so likely to make
‘rouble with other powers as an im-
mense navy. composed of many ambi-
tious men. He claimed that ex-Secre-
tary Root now held the same views
concerning the retention of the Philip~-
pines as were maintained by the Dem-
ocrats,

Mr. Clay also contended that there
should be a Congressional committee (0
investigate expenditures in the depart-
ments, saying that no business man
would let business involving miilions
drift along as Congress was doing. He
criticisad the policy that led to the
expenditure of $207,000,000 annually for
war and refuses to erect public build-
ings in Washington that would s=ave
rents of $300,000 per year.

Mr. Martin, Democrat, & member of
the committee on naval affairs, defend-
ed the bill, and called attention to the
fact that no one had found fault with
the increase of the navy as proposed
by the bill. ““We must have a strong
navy,” he eald, and he instanced the
recent expansion of the United States
ae furnishing the reason for this neces-
sity.

He referred to the possibility of
France and Great Britain being drawn
into Oriental war because of their re-
apective alllances with Russia and Ja-
pan, and while he did not believe tha®
the United States would become involv-
ed in the imbroglio, he did not conside
it the part of wisdom to be unprepared

Mr. Depew said the Georgia Senator
could not separate the ex-secretary
from the Republican party on the Phi’
ippine question as would be found when
Mr. Root’s full views were known. The
American people are not quitters, he
said, but they hold on. He did not be.
lieve we would see our relations with
the Filipinos diminished.

Mr. Neison referred to our naval in-
fluence in the east, saying that with
this country, Great Britain and Japan
all united in support of an open door in
China. there was no danger of the dis-
memberment of China. All, too, were
hostile to the absorption of Manchuria.
He did not believe that there was any
formal alliance, only mutuality of in-
terest.

Mr. Hale protested that this debate
wasa extraneous. “] don't want the
statement of that Senator from Minne-
sota to go unchallenged,” he =aid, “I do
not agree that there is tdday any such
common interest between the United
States. Great Britain and Japan on the
one eide against Russia, France and
other powers as his statement implies.

Our attitude is one of neutrality and &o!

declared by our state department. We
are not egainst Japan, nor must it be
said that all our interests are with her
and against Russia and other conti=
rental European powers.”

He said that if Japan should be suc-
cessful in her present war, the Unitea
gtates would find herself in more dan-
ger in commercial matters from
ambitious power than any other,

Mr. Gorman criticised Mr. Moody as
imprudent
party with partisanship because
He had spoken for himself in sayinz
the administration was advancing 103
rapidly a .
crease of the navy. “Executive offi~
cers,” said Mr. Gorman slowly and with

and had gone too far in the in-

—

deliberats emphasis “would serve their
country better if they attended to the
details of their offices and abstaimed
from criticisms of Senators and mem.
bers of Congress."”

Mr. Gorman then gave his attention
te the statement of Mr. Lodge that a
navy was a conservator of peace, say-
ing that this declaration was contrary
to the conviction of the fathers. He
gllﬂered from Mr. Lodge in conaider-
ing this an aggressive nation. He
hoped the time would soon come when
the peolle would return to the Dem-
ocratic-Republican doctrine that our
power was not measured by the num-
ber of guns affoat. nor by the num-
bers of uniforms we had.

“If we are at war,” said Mr. Gor-
man, ‘if our commerce were threaten-
ed by war, we would give the secre-

tary of the navy all that he could
spend. But all the country knows
that these millions, these Dbillions,

have done more to demoralize than
otherwise,” He had no sympathy
with any movement against China.
No matiar what nation might securs
supremicy in the country, the United
sStates would secure her share of i
commerce,
Closing, Mr. Gorman said:

“Now in the face of a great elec-
tion, the situation could not be
changed if we should attempt to do

it. and I don’t believe it would be wise
to change it if we could do so, for that
would bLring the navy into politics.
That I do not think that we should do.

Mr. Carmack agreed with Mr. Hale
that if China should fall under the
domination of Japan, it would be
doubtful whether the United States
would derive any advantage from it

Mr. Carmack read an extract froem
a newspaper saying that $435,000 had
been expended for the purpose of
keeping two pleasure yachts, the May-
flower and the Sylph, in condition for
the President’'s use. This, he con-
tended, was a misappropriation.

Mr. Bacon asked what evidencu
had been furnished Congress that
Guantanamo, Cuba, had been ceded
to the United States.

Mr. Hale knew of no actual cession
but, he said, the United States was in
possession.

Mr. Bacon insisted that there
should be a cession, and Mr. Hale pro-
duced a lease. This, Mr. Bacon de-
clared, was nothing less than a treaty,
and should have been sent to the
Senate in the usual way and ratified.
He said he wished to criticise, not in
an offensive seuse, but to object to
this usurpation of power by the ex-
ecutive.

Mr. Nelson replied to Mr. Hale, say-
ing that if there was any violation of
the principles of neutrality on his
part, there was an equally marked
violation by Mr. Hale on the other
side. Mr. Nelson said that he had not
intended to imply that the United
States should take any other than a
neutral position in the oriental war.
He did contend, however, that we
should take all proper steps to pro-
tect our commerce in the Orient.*

Mr. Nelson declared that Japan
could be depended upon to maintain
the unen door. .

The Senate adjourned until Monday.

THE HOUSE.

Washington, March 5.—The House
today passed the Indian Appropria-
tion Bill, which has been under con-
cideration for the past three days.
The main points in controversy relatea
to provisions affecting tribes in the
Indian Territory. An unsuccessful ef-
fort was made b Mr. Stephens, of
Texas, to eliminate the provisions for
continuing the Dawes commission an-
other vear. The provision authoriz-
ing the renting of certain lands in the
Indian Territory, which have been
allotted to full blood Indians of a
number of tribes was gtricken from
the bill on a point of order.

HALE FOR CONGRESS.

Resnlt of a Primary Election in a
Tennessee District.

Knoxville, Tenn., March 5.—The Re-
publicans of the Second Congressional
district held a primary election today
to nominate a candidate for Congress.
B. W. Austin, United States marshal
for eastern Tenessee, and N. W. Hale,
a local nursuryman who is also presi-
dent of the National Nursurymens
Association were the candidates. Ie-
turns received from all ten counties of
the district show that Hale has been
nominated by & majority ranging le-
tween 1,500 and 2,000. 'Austin has car-
ried only one county of the ten, Camp-
bell,

The Republican nomination in this
district is equivalent to election. Con-
gressman Henry R. Gibson, who has
served five terme was not a candidate
for renomination. Hale was defeated
by Gibson two years ago.

Schooner Dunnock a Wreck.

Raleigh, N, C., March 5—A special
from Elizabeth City, N. C., says:

The schooner Dunnock, from New
Bern to Norfolk, lumber laden, sprang
a leak off Roanoke Igland Wednesday.
The captain headed for Gull Shoals,
hoping to save the cargo of 75,000 fcet
of lumber, but a strong wind drove the
vessel upon the shoals a wreck. The
crew reached the shore in their boat
after great hardship.

A BRIDGE OCOLLAPSES.

Cnder the Weight of Two Engines the
Bridge Gave Way—Six Drowned.

Mleveland, O.. March 5. —8ix men were
drowned agnd four others injured as a
~-:ult of the collapse of a bridge epan-
rinz Yellow Creek, near Irondale on

Oleveland and Pittsburg railroad

@y, The men were on {wo locomo=
.= that attempted to cross the bridge
tocether,

The dead:

1. F. Maas, engineman; J. J. Hender.
-cn. fireman; George Phillips, conduc~
1o-: Thomas Kerr, fireman's appren-
vice: T. J. Koontz, brakeman; AL J.

that l L ing, flagman.

Most of the men lived at Wellsville,

|(-:~.io. Of the eleaven men making up
in charging the Democratic |
of his | fown except one man left at one end of
(Mr. Gorman’'s) attitude on the navy. !

:he crew of the two engines, all went

tbe bridge as n fagmabd,
The bridge had
cioudbupst that occurred Thursday.
The engines had hauled out two work
irains and were returning to
accident

.
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%{‘u"r between Yampahe and

Trying to Capture Merchant Vesbols

Toklio, March 5.—An
steamer. which has arrived n?m
date from Viadivostock, reperts that
the Russian squadron left Viadivostok
on February 28th. It is presumed to
be cruising In northern watera witn
the hope of capturing Japanese mer-
:\::n;{ meln. Another report says that
ussian wars
o B hips have been seen
Advices from Hakodate do not men-
tion any atiacks on northern ports.

RUSSIANS

By Sheer Weight of Men
and Guns the Japs
Will be Defeated

NEW TRIAL FOR DREYFUS.

Court of Cassation Grants Appeal for
a Revision,

Paris March 6 —The criminal branch
of the (ourt of Cassation today grent-

el the appeal of Alfred Dreyfus for a
revigion of his trial at Rennes.

The oourt heid that a sufficlent
showing had been made o warrant a

re-opening of the case and orderad a

. supplementary investigation for the
purposs of establishing all the doubx-

ful points, which hayy been the basis
for the present ap tion ta re-oem
the case,
The decision is another mark -
ceas for Dreyfus, although ltedll‘nm()'
yet final, owing to the extended -up:-
plementary investigation which mus:
follow the court decision. ’
The decision was given at the ciose
of the third day's hearing. Compara-
tively little interest has been taken in
the sessions of the court and the court
room was almost deserted, there being
less than fifty persons present at the
final session. Among those were Maitre
Labori, the famous lawyer who de-
fended Dreyfus at Rennes and several
members of the Dreyfus family.
An incident oceurrad during Morn-
ard’'s address. Counsel referred to
Dreyfus' great qualities of heart and
exalted character and turned towards
M. Labori, as if making e personal ap-
peal to have his statement confirmed.
Thereupon M. Labori arose and left

t{le courl room, causing some commo-
tion.

Is Not Expected Before the End of
April, and On This the Campaign
Begins—The Russians are Deter-
mined to Herolcally Defend Port
Arthur—No Chances Will Be Taken
on the Score of Inferior Numbers—
Japan Addresses a Note to the Pow-
ers Answering the Recent Commu-
nication From Russia.

St. Petersburg, March 5.—Although
almost four weeks have elapsed since
the Japanese first attacked Port Ar-
thur, here the war is congidered hard-
ly to have begun.

Heavy land' fighting, upon which
the fate of the campaign depends, is
not expected much before the end of

April. thm. Labori was quoted as saying 'n
By this time, Russia will have in m: ot s SISO IR .

presence to confirm
pronounced upon his
heart and character,

.

. . the eulo
the field, exclusive of the large army former c]:talnf:,;
of men required to guard the ralil- N
roads, four army corps, €ach with a
cavalry division and an artillery bri-
gade. All that has hapened so far or
is going to happen until these forces
are in the field, is considered, accord-
ing to the Russian view, to be noth-
ing more than the prologue to the
real drama.

The Russians are determined to de-
fend Port Arthur as heroically as they
did Sebastopol. No large garrison
will be rtained there; ten thousand
men are as good as 100,000 for defense
while the more men the more mouths
to feed. There are enough provisions
now to last for eight months. iIn ad-
dition, there will be a division of Cos-
sacks, with mountain batteries, on the
peninsula to oppose landings and har-
rass the enemy if they succeed in in-
vesting the city.

Viceroy Alexieff still retains his
headquarters at Mukden. through
which 3,000 or 4,000 soldiers are pass-
ing daily to the positions which the
main armies will occupy.

The Russians plans do not contem-
plate taking any chances on the score
of inferior numbers. By sheer weight
of men and guns, if nothing else,
when the proper time arrives, Russia
counts on overwhelming the Japanese
and rolling them back through Korea.

NEW YORK DEMOURATS.

State Convention to be Held on April
iSth in Albany—Friction Betweei.

the Factions—Hill Facton Gets the
Best of Tamumany.

Albany, N. Y., March 5.—The Dem-
ocratic State convention, which will
selecy delegeites 1o the national con-
vention, will be held here Monday,
April 18th. This was the unanimous
decision of the Democratic State com-

mittee, which met today. The real
result was arrived at before the com-

mittee met, at a meeting between
former Senator Hill and Leader Mur-
phy, of Tammany. It was believed
that some acrimony would result at
the meeting over the selection of the
.p‘l:l.ce and time, it being known that
jjxmmzin}' desired to have it held in
New York, but Senator Hill accedea
to Mr. Murphy¥'s request to get the
date for the 15th instant, instead of
the 13th, and Mr. Murphy, finding
that Mr. Hill controlled a majority of
the committee, acqulesced in the pe-
lection of Albany, so that there was
no friction over the matter in open
C?mn'liu."‘{". It » understood that the
King's county delegation would have
vol&:d with the up-State delegates, as
against Tammany on this single prop-
osition. had the question been pul to
a vote, thus giving Mr. Hill about
thirty votes, out of a total of fifty.
The omfly tegt of strength between
the force led by Mr. Hill and Senator
McCarren, of Brooklyn, and that
controlled by Mr. Murphy, came on
the gquestion of seating Committee-
man Fitgpatrick, of the Forty-eighth
District. whom the HIill forces claim-
ed had resigned. The HIlll forces ob-
tained 26 votes, a bare majority of
the commlittee, while Mr. Murphy got
twenty-three, there being one vacan-
cy. For the vacancy in the Forty-
eighth district, 0 declared, Mat-
thew Merzig was named by the Hill
men, and Dr. Auel by the Murphy
men. On this ballot, the HIll forces
gained one vote, giving them 27 in all
for Merzig. who was elected.
There was an undercurrent of fric-
tion between the two factions during
the discussion and this found vent
afterwards In a statement prepared
at the request of Mr. Murphy after
the adjournment of the commigtee.
This reads:
“It was hoped that the meeting of
the State committee would be the oe-
casion for a demonstration of De-
mocratic harmeony which woul@ be
an earnest intention of the Demo-
crats of the State to bury all past fac-
tional differences and present a united
front. The first indication of any
breach in the harmony was afforded
when the Intimation was conveyed
that the State committee would be
azked at its meeting to pass resolu-
tiona. if not of endorsement, at jeast
of confidence in one of the prospec-
tive Presidential candidates. The
leader of the Democratic party In New
York city, Mr. Murphy, who has con-
sistently belMeved that the cause
the party would best ba served by a
delegation to St. Louls, left free to
use ils own judgment, at once de-
clared that in his opinion # would
be unwise at this early date to preju-
dice the lssue by declaring for any one
cholce.
In the face of the energetic opposi-
tion maintained by Mr. Murphy it is
eatisfactory to know that the sounder
judgment of the party finally con-
ceded the propriety of his stand.
The statement points out that the
question of the date and place of the
convention was more a matter the
convenience of the delegates of
impertance in iteelf, and
“This would seem to be the year
when Democratic success In
notified | and nation is only dependent upon
Demeocratic harmony

A Note to the Powers.

Tokio, March 5—Japan addressed a
note to the powers today in response to
the recent communication from Rus-
sia. ‘The note has not been published
here and ite contents are unknown

Russia's various communications to
the powers, attacking Japan for its
conduct of diplomatic negotiations be-
fore their rupture for its attack upon
Russia without declaration of war,
and for ite alleged violation of the
neutrality of Korea, have been receiv-
ed in Japan largely in the spirit of
amusement. The Japanese resent
what is alleged to be a delibrate at-
tempt to place them in a false posilion
regarding certaln incidents, but in the
main do not take the correspondencea
seriously. Responding to the charge of
violating the neutrality of Korea, they
point to the action of Russia In Man-
churia, where thousands of troopns
were assembled long before diplomatls
rupture occcurred. They gay that they
are fully prepared to accept the judg-
ment of the powers on a comparison of
their course in Korea where they land-
ed troope only after a state 0of war
existed, and upon the written permis-
sion of the Emperor of Korea. They
deny that Chemulpo Wwas a neutra:
port after Japanese landed on Febru-
ary Sth_but whether it Was neutral or
belligerent, Russia began hostihitiex
there. When the Russian gunboat Ko~
reitz steamed out of the harbor of
Chemulpo on the afternoon of Febru-
ary Sth she opened fire on the Japa-
nese squadron, making the opening
shot of the war. The Japanese guns
did not respond, but the Japanese tor-
pedo boat destroyers answered the lre
and discharged two torpedoes before
the Korietz retired.

The Japanese are confident of the
justice and strength of their original
position in the integrity of China ana
the falrness of their proposal during
serving notice of their relations and
fied in commencing hostilities after
breaking off diplomatic relations and
gerving notice of their relations and
take independent action They are
sure thelr recent asurances that thy
had no intention of taking possession
of Chinese territory and would guar-
antee the independence of Korea would
be accepted by the powers.

—— ——

Peddiers Band is Azainst the Japanese

Seoul, March &—Twenty members of
Peddlers band are reported Lo have

favor an alllance with Japan. The
minister, on be
of this promptly Informed

t that if it did not arrest the and when the question of the con-
the Japanese officials trol of party machinery might well
mdolo- M;‘mﬂtumm.mmmb
Peddlers have just been ar- people upon our candidates and
resteQ | cles, which can oaly be J’H
“The eabinet today decided to re-opén our bickeringsm.” : )
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